WATER CONSEEVATION ORDINANCE #05-08

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL PROVIDING FOR THE CREATION OF
SECTION 26-25 IN THE ROSWELL CITY CODE TO PROVIDE PROCEDURES FOR
ESTABLISHING AND ENFORCING EXCESSIVE WATER WASTE AND PROVIDING
FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
FIXING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS: Water in New Mexico is a publicly owned resource, and may be diverted only for the
purpose and beneficial use; and

WHEREAS: The City Council is the trustee of the City’s water supply in accordance with the laws
and regulations of the State of New Mexico; and

WHEREAS: Water is a valuable resource that should be wisely used to benefit human health, safety,
productivity and environment; and

WHEREAS: The State of New Mexico is in the process of developing criteria by which to judge
water conservation efforts of communities within the State and criteria to be applied in matters
concerning water-rights; and

WHEREAS: Efficient use of water will increase long-term water-supply and reduce waste water
treatment costs in the community; and

WHEREAS: Runoff of water onto public roads create a hazard, create a nuisance and have a severe
adverse effect on the lifetime of said roads; and

WHEREAS: The efficiency of water use is increased by adoption and enforcement of a regulation
which enforces the State’s prohibition against the waste of water; and

WHEREAS: Low flow toilets are not included due to the decreased water flow in existing sewer lines
creates sulphuric acid and corrodes the existing lines thereby causing very expensive repairs
throughout the system.; and

WHEREAS: The City of Roswell applies for Community Development Block Grants from the
Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) and that as a component of the awarding of the
grants are contingent upon the municipality having a water conservation ordinance; and

WHEREAS: This ordinance meets the minimum criteria for DFA to be eligible for additional
awarding of grant points.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY, THE
CITY COUNCIL, OF ROSWELL, NEW MEXICO, that:

Section 1. The Roswell City Code Section 26-25 is hereby created to read as follows:
Section 26-25. Allowing Flow of Water onto Public Rights-of-Way is Unlawful.

(a) Water conservation. The wasting of city water is contrary to the public health, safety and
welfare of the citizens of the City of Roswell and is therefore declared to be a public nuisance.
The City of Roswell may pursue all remedies available at law for the abatement of such a
nuisance. Further, the wasting of city water is prohibited, and any water customer of the City
of Roswell who permits city water to be wasted shall be subject to the penalties set forth
herein.

(1) For the purposes of this Ordinance, "city water" is any water that is treated and
distributed by the City of Roswell, and includes water that has passed through a
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